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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 27 April 1955 


SUBJECT 


; Project for an Earth Satellite Vehicle 


1 . The project for an earth eatellite vehicle ha» now reached a 

stage where a Govi^nmental decision is urgently required. The TCP 
(Killian) Report recWmended that a very ^^11 artificiad satellite he 
developed. Since thars^commendation made, the Executive Com- 
mittee of the U. S. Nati^^ Committep^or the International Geophysical 
Year recommended the laWhing of^ small satellite vehicle for ^ 
scientific purposes in conne^on vfith the observation of the International 
Geophysical Year. In the cou^s^f discussions within the Government 
it has been generally agreed if this were to be done, the project 

should be carried out overtly \he National Science Foundation as part 
of its program for the Int^ationk Geophysical Year. If this is to be 
done, a favorable decis^ must be^ade immediately.. < 

2. In the evei^f such a decisW, the actual technical development 

would be carried o^by the Departmem of Defense at the request of the 
National Science ^undation.^ The actuVl launching of several small 
satellite vehicle^ would be carried out toder security precautions as the 
launching tech^ques are classified but kl other factors of the project 
would be uncys sified. . It is estimated thht the total coat would be in the 
neighborhoo^of I I of which approximately three- 

quarters u^d probably be contributed b)Athe Department of Defense, 
since the^ajor part of these costs would have to be incurred in any case 
in conne<jtion with the development of balliltic mis silos. The remaining 

|would have to be found by the National Science Founda- 

er from a new Congressional appropriation or from some other 

V 

/ o. Procedurally, the simplest way to bring this matter up for 
prompt decision would be in connection with the TCP Report. The 
re</ommendation for a small satellite (C.8.) has been referred by ^e 
National Security Council to the Department o\ Defense for comment in 
conjunction with the CIA. Accordingly, it wodld be wholly appropriate 
for the Secretary of Defense and yourself to join in a favorable report 
on this recommendation to the NSC, recommending that the project go 
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forward under the auspices of the National Science Foundation. If 
the matter is to be handled in this manner, however, it is highly 
desirable that this particular TCP recommendation be reported on 
immediately and separately, without waiting for reports on all the 
other recommendations. Accordingly, you may wish to recommend 
that such action be taken forthwith. For your information, 1 should 
advise you that there is understood to be much support for this project 
h the Pentagon but the rate of progress toward any kind of decision 
in that imposing building seems to be little better than glacial. 


(Dictated but not read by:^^^ 

RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR. 
Special Assistant to the Director 
for Planning and Coordination 
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MKMOEANDOM FOE: 
SUBJECT 


Dlr«eto» of C«atr«l lataUigmc* 27 Apra 1955 
Project for on Earth SotolUU Vehicle 


1 . The project for ea eartti eetellite vehicle hae ao« reached a 

doeleloa ie arge&ap repaired. The TCP 
{KUUaa) Eeport recommended that a very email arttfidal eatellite he 
developed. Since that recommendation was made. fU Eneentive Com- 
^ttee of the O. S. National Committee for tiie Intemallenal Ceophyeical 
Year recommended the launching of a emaU eateUite vehicle for 

J^J*^*** > €»»»«ctton with the t^aervatien of the International 
Ceophyeical Tear. In the conree of diecaeeiane within the Cevevnment 
V *“ S*ae»*Uy agreed that, if thie wove to he dene, tiie project 
ehonld be carried ont overtly hy tiie Nation^ Science Fenndatim aVLrt 

dlil* ***«**««^ Ceophyeical Year. If thie ie to hi 

dime, a favorable deci^on meet he made iaemediat^y. 

«f»id j • Sacieieii, the acteal technical development 

wo^d he carried ont hy the Department of Defenee at tite reeneet of the 

!!r. m^! iTf * *'*^**"*- ■«« UBichla, .f nnVa 

b. CMrt., rat »<«r .rawitr prra..llou .* Ow 
hmebtag trahnlgu. w. eU..UiWb«t lOl .fli.r Iratw. of Ui. prajrat 

**• «.« b. i. *. 


^ I |Of which npprenimatelv three* 

l^®5aKyWconteihnied hy the Department of Defenee 
eince the major part of theee ceete woeld have to he inenrred in any Umm 
U eraooettra »ftb t h . 4« ralo.mrat of iMOUttic miraU... Ib. miJjoIm 

I l''»*Wb.T.tol>.f«mdbyib.ll«tioMJ 8 elrac.ro«»<u- 

new CeeflrvM*tM*f . 


1 ^ — I—.* W oy cae mitienal Science Fenndi 

ewcl! Congreeelonal appropriation or from eome other 


»re» **»^n*MraUy. tiie eimideet way to bring thie wmtter np for 
prempt decieien weald he in cennectiim with the TCP Eeport The 
recomm^ti^ for a emaU eatellite (C.8. j ha. 

****** ** Department ^ Defenee for commmit in 

it weald he whiOly ap^^u 
®*®*“**®*'^ ^ Onienee and yoareelf to join in a favorable report 
« thie recommmidatien to the NSC. r«:om«e.diag that tim project go 


SECRET 


Approved For Release 2003/10/07 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300240050-1 



Release 2003/10/07 : CIA-RDP80R01^1R001 300240050-1 


iMItor U to hm kMMii tu« »«ww. fc»ww. 
tht tots fwrtletpb TCP r«eomMii4»ti«gi V* 

"to? wtok to mwimMd 

j . oo be tekea fortkiitto« For year iaferaeattea 1 -« « -» 

»4»iie yea that there ie --.» i eaoal« 

fc tb. P«tw^ !^ *■ -”* ^?*** •• *>• ““•> •>«»•« <« Ibi. ,r.J«» 
t u ^ "** ^kheipf fvegreee toward aar ef deei«t«m 

la that toapeeiag baildiag ebeme to be little better toaa glactol. 


(metated bat aet road by:) 

WCHAED M* raSEUL. 
^eeial Aeeletoat to toe IMroetor 
far Ptaaaiag aad Ceerdiaaflea 


SA/PC/DCI:RMB:djm 

0- DCI 

4^T-SA/PC/DCI Subject [ 

1- SA/PC/DCI Chrono 
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ER 7-1216 


Ih June 1955 


MEMOHMDUM FOR THE RECORD 
SUBJECT; Earth Satellite Program 


1. Qn 10 June 1955 I was informed by Mr. Charles Weaver 
(OSD, R & a) that Mr. Quarles, Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Researc^and Development, has organized a Department of 
Defense grou;^irectly responsible to his 'office under 

tir. Gene ElineVbich ii'Jill study the various proposals for an 
ESV. They vn.ll\e concerned solely tTlth the scientific and 
production probl^s involved and their action will probably not 
be coordinated iid.t\ State and CIA yjhtil a final proposal is 
agreed on, althoughVlr. Weaver told me they will most likely 
include an observer f^om the National Science Foundation. 

2, In respect .to the Department of Defense responsibility 
for coordinating their pregre'Ss on ESV i\d.th State and CIA, 

Mr. Weaver said that Mr. ^atrles was in favor of reviving the 
OCB Study Group suggestioij- by hairing" General Erskine propose 
such a group to manage apd pn^thspsychological and political 
ramifications of the protram. \This group would also presumably 
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